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COUNTY COUNCIL – 14 September 2022
PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

1. Questioner’s name: Lesley Williams Respondent’s name: Cllr Stephen Davies

Food prices are rising and all the indications are that there will be 
more increases. These increases will impact on the cost of school 
meals which in turn could affect portion sizes and whether a 
family can afford them. Not having a school meal could pose a 
real risk to children’s health and their ability to learn. Does GCC 
have any plans to subsidise school meals?

GCC has worked proactively to reduce hunger levels for children and 
families in the county through the Holiday Activities and Food 
programme.  24,921 food boxes were distributed to families requesting 
additional food over the holiday period. This meant over 210,000 
additional meals were provided across the county during the Easter, 
Summer, and Christmas holidays. 

GCC offer vouchers to all families eligible for Free School Meals at 
each of the holidays that HAF does not run and will continue until grant 
monies are exhausted. Household Support Fund applications can also 
be made for additional food support at any time of the year.

GCC continues to work with our schools to identify young people 
entitled to Free School Meals and schools continue to subsidise meals 
through directly administered government funding. As and when there 
is a further national directive relating to free school meals GCC is well 
positioned to respond quickly and efficiently.

2. Questioner’s name: Lesley Williams Respondent’s name: Cllr Stephen Davies 

Does GCC have a Food Equality Strategy? GCC does not have its own Food Equality Strategy but is working 
alongside district colleagues with Feeding Gloucestershire, a network 
of organisations across the county working collectively to identify the 
issues causing, and develop solutions for, a better and fairer food 
system.  The launch of this network will take place on 16th September 
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2022.  

3. Questioner’s name: Lesley Williams Respondent’s name: Cllr Mark Hawthorne

In the last term Council supported a motion to consider 
introducing the Rooney Rule. Has this been implemented? The application of the Rooney Rule has been considered but rejected. 

It would be deemed positive discrimination and therefore unlawful in 
the UK, however, alternative positive action has been built into the 
Workforce Equality Action plan.

4. Questioner’s name: Lesley Williams Respondent’s name: Stephen Davies 

The Welsh Government is piloting giving care leavers a basic 
income of £1600 per month for 2 years. Have GCC considered 
doing this? And if not why not.

GCC keeps its local offer for care leavers under regular review to 
ensure it reflects and aligns with best practice elsewhere.  We are 
aware of the pilot underway and will be keeping a close eye on how 
this develops over the coming months however, this is not part of our 
current planning.

5. Questioner’s name: Cath Hodsman Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

I asked about the necessity of continuing to use pesticides in the 
County, despite the well-documented risks to biodiversity and 
public health. Cllr Vernon Smith said the Council was “continuing 
to investigate safe alternatives to chemicals”. Has any progress 
been made on this?  

Gloucestershire Highways have already switched from a Glyphosate 
based product for noxious weed treatment, to a safer chemical and will 
continue trialling alternate methods such as pulling and heat 
treatments. So far, a practical and effective solution to the complete 
cessation of chemical treatment for the very limited noxious weed 
treatment programme has not been found.

6. Questioner’s name: Cath Hodsman Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

One of the injurious weeds highlighted by the Council for “control” 
Gloucestershire Highways only undertake pulling (no chemicals are 
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is Ragwort. Cllr Vernon Smith confirmed that the Council pulls up 
much Ragwort, but in cases when there are many plants, 
chemicals are still used. Why is Ragwort still universally pulled 
up, or sprayed, despite the (albeit very small) risk to grazing 
cattle and in areas where there are no cattle grazing? Surely the 
risk to biodiversity sustained as a result (in excess of 33 species 
of invertebrate rely on this important indigenous wildflower) is just 
as important an issue as the preservation of cattle? Is it time to 
re-classify this plant

used) of Ragwort on Highway verges where significant numbers of 
plants exist and are located adjacent to land used by livestock. All 
other Highway verge locations where Ragwort is present, remain 
untouched.
The Ragwort Control Act introduced in 2003, states that ragwort 
doesn’t need to be eradicated entirely, but that strategic control is 
recommended where ragwort levels threaten the health and welfare of 
grazing animals and their forage.
Any reclassification to remove it from the list of weeds in the Weeds 
Act 1959, would need to be done at Government level.

7. Questioner’s name: Cath Hodsman Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

In the name of the preservation of biodiversity and public health 
and like so many enlightened Councils across the country, are 
there any plans to stop using pesticides?  

Pesticides are only used on the Highway to execute our legal duty to 
treat noxious and invasive weeds. We continue to undertake research 
to determine alternative methods, but practical and effective methods 
for large scale treatment of these type of weeds are yet to be proven.
We no longer undertake use of chemical treatment for any cyclical 
routine weed maintenance.

8. Questioner’s name: Cath Hodsman Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

On a similar note, there has been much publicity about the 
unique natural habitat value of road verges and roundabouts. 
Despite this, are you able to tell me why every verge and 
roundabout next to the Royal Ag. University (Cirencester) and up 
to Dobbie’s garden centre, and beyond has been mowed? I do 
not accept that they have been mowed for driver visibility, as the 
roundabouts mowed include those where it is not possible to see 
over them anyway, due to the presence of trees and herbage. 

Although driver visibility is a key factor in undertaking grass cutting it is 
not the only reason. Cutting is also undertaken to prevent traffic signs 
and bollards being obscured, to control brushwood and scrub, to 
prevent the loss of width of paved surfaces, prevent the spread of 
noxious weeds and to lessen the risk of fire. 

The protection and enhancement of biodiversity is important and it is 
recognised that verges are important sites for rare flora and fauna, we 
therefore maintain a register of verges that have been identified as ‘of 
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special interest’ and they receive special treatments. 

The Council’s approach is consistent with the Natural Environment and 
Rural Communities Act 2006 (NERC) which sets out the statutory duty 
of the County Council to conserve biodiversity whilst carrying out its 
functions, including those of maintaining the highway verge.

9. Questioner’s name: Cath Hodsman Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

Finally, in times of increasing climate temperatures, it has been 
proven that preserving greenery (particularly in built-up areas) 
keeps temps cooler and the air and soil moist, whereas 
unnecessary mowing increases temps. With fire risks more 
prevalent, surely policy needs changing? It would be good to 
have your views and any future plans you have on this important 
issue.   

Gloucestershire Highways do not undertake any unnecessary mowing 
and only cut for the reasons covered in the previous question. The 
taller and drier the grass the more intensely it will burn. 
The County Council actually undertake very little cutting in built up 
areas and we continue to monitor our mowing schedules to determine 
if reductions can be made without adversely affecting the safety of the 
travelling public.

10. Questioner’s name: Dr Caroline Copps Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

My question applies to the portion of Farm Lane between 
Meadowsweet Road and the junction with Leckhampton 
Lane/Church Road.  
 
This is a narrow single-track road and in a poor state of repair. 
Visibility at the junction of Leckhampton Lane/Church Road is 
limited. 
The lane is now getting increasing volume of traffic due the new 
Redrow development. This will increase further when High 
School Leckhampton opens and from ongoing housing 
developments. The Lane is used frequently by 
pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders, and now school children. 
The traffic often speeds along the lane with little regard for 

We are aware and appreciate that the condition of Farm Lane has 
deteriorated due to the construction traffic of both the development and 
the school.

The local County Councillor has committed to work with the Highways 
Team as well as the local community to undertake a safety review once 
the construction of the school and housing development is completed.  

In the meantime we will continue to monitor this location for any 
immediate safety defects.

As has been already indicated by the Highways teams there are no 
current plans to change the layout of Farm Lane or close it off to 
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pedestrian safety, and larger vehicles need to reverse when they 
meet at the narrow pinch points along the lane. The lane was 
never intended to take the level of traffic it receives now and 
although there is an alternative route from Leckhampton Lane 
through the wider, safer Meadowsweet Road, Farm Lane is used 
as rat run.  
The original plans from Redrow included a turning circle at the 
top of Farm Lane to allow the lane to be closed. We have 
approached the Highways Department, but their reply is that 
there are no plans for this part of Farm Lane. Given the extensive 
alterations to Kidnappers Lane and the stretch of Farm Lane 
adjacent to the High School, I wonder if consideration could be 
given to the final stretch of Farm Lane to improve safety for 
pedestrians and children? 

through traffic.

11. Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett ( on behalf of Teddington & 
Alstone A46 Advisory Group)

Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

Will Council take into account the report submitted and endorsed 
by TTC, on the 29th November, based on the feedback to 
Vernon’s Tewkesbury 2030 event and the use of the A435?

Yes. The aforementioned report will be considered by GCC transport 
consultants in developing the scheme options. 

12. Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

How will the Council make the route proposals take account of 
pollution created building each route and the ongoing pollution 
post build including that from car tyres, which produce vastly 
more particle pollution than exhausts? Source 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jun/03/car-tyres-
produce-more-particle-pollution-than-exhausts-tests-show

This will be taken account of in the Air Quality assessments undertaken 
as part of options appraisal and is consistent with national guidance. 
This uses emissions factors provided by the DEFRA's Emissions 
Factors Toolkit which includes tyre and brake wear as well as exhaust 
emissions. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jun/03/car-tyres-produce-more-particle-pollution-than-exhausts-tests-show
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jun/03/car-tyres-produce-more-particle-pollution-than-exhausts-tests-show


6

13. Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

Do the Council acknowledge the need to discourage car use to 
meet their carbon targets? What active traffic schemes will be put 
in place to discourage car use? 

The scheme objectives include facilitating increased use of sustainable 
travel and active travel modes through Ashchurch. 

Options appraisal will include an assessment of active travel 
opportunities which can be taken as part of the scheme. Stakeholders 
have been contacted for their aspirations as part of the work carried out 
to date. 
  
The Strategic Outline Business Case includes a commitment to 
examine the inclusion of active travel and bus infrastructure as part of 
options development.

14. Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

If the A435 is used how will the scheme stop traffic using the 
quiet lanes through Teddington and Alstone as a rat run? The emerging scheme aims to reduce congestion and provide a more 

effective and more reliable route for road users, and hence will provide 
a better option than ‘rat running’. As our traffic modelling is developed 
further, it will enable us to identify if there are any changes to traffic 
flows on surrounding routes of concern and consider whether 
measures would be required to reduce these.

15. Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

Why is a dual carriageway being considered in preference to a 
single carriageway when a single lane bypass will double 
capacity anyway, it is not a local requirement and it will be joining 
with a single carriageway towards Evesham?

A full range of scheme options is being considered to meet the scheme 
objectives.
No decisions have been made at this early stage of the scheme 
development about the number of lanes required.
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16. Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

Will the routes assessment explicitly take account of the 
requirements of the 2019 DEFRA noise action legislation? Options appraisal and selection will include an assessment of noise 

impacts. 

17.  Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

How will farmers safely move cattle between fields either side of 
the A435 and how will the council accommodate the need for 
farmers to use the A435 to access their land, using slow-moving 
agricultural vehicles, often with trailers?

Public consultation exercises will allow for all stakeholders to contribute 
their opinions and choices. We will be talking directly with all affected 
landowners. 

Safety assessments will be carried out as part of the options appraisal 
and development work.

18.  Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

Have GCC modelled forecast traffic volumes to show the split 
between local versus through traffic in the area? If so, can you 
share the figures with TAAG? If not, why not; how can GCC 
design routes without having this information?

As part of options appraisal, traffic modelling work is carried out. This is 
one of the types of analyses which contributes to the identification of 
viable scheme options. The modelling does consider local and strategic 
traffic. This work is in progress and will continue to be updated as part 
of options shortlisting and selection process. 

Information will be published on traffic impacts as part of the future 
public consultation process. 

19.  Questioner’s name: Jan Mallett Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray

Deer and other wildlife live on Oxenton and Teddington Hill and, 
are sadly, frequently killed on A435. This is a safety issue. How Safety and environmental assessments will be carried out as part of 

the options appraisal and selection work.
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will route proposals stop this from happening if the A435 is used? Members of the public will have the opportunity to raise concerns such 
as this at public consultation. 

20.  Questioner’s name: Chris White Respondent’s name: Cllr Lynden Stowe

The past two years have seen construction material costs soar in 
the UK. Now the war in Ukraine and soaring inflation are adding 
even more pressure. The cost of raw materials in the UK is 
expected to more than treble in 2022, according to the Building 
Cost Information Service (BCIS) Materials Cost Index.

Source 
https://www.investmentmonitor.ai/sectors/construction/rise-
material-costs-uk-construction-industry 

This will inevitable lead to higher costs for road building and 
repairs.

How will GCC fund these cost increases, and will residents 
expect even higher council tax bills when many are already 
finding it hard to cope?

Our highways contracts include industry standard mechanisms for 
calculating and applying inflation on plant, materials and labour.  Like 
many areas inflation will impact on the cost of running services and 
carrying out works.  We are seeing significant pressures on items 
which are energy and/or oil related.  However, we will be working within 
the available budget.

No decision has been made about future Council Tax levels. The 
Council Tax level for 2023/24 will be approved by Council in February 
2023 following a period of consultation after a full consideration of 
service priorities, budgetary pressures and affordability.

21.  Questioner’s name: Chris White Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray 
It has long been recognised that road infrastructure investment 
increases traffic, exacerbating congestion and air pollution, 
resulting in higher levels of operational and embedded carbon.  
Electric vehicles are not the answer as take up will not be fast 
enough. 

With Scotland looking to reduce car miles travelled by 20% and 
Wales by 10% by 2030, surly it is time for GCC to look again at 
its Local Transport Plan (LPT) and concentrate solely on 
alternative forms of transport. Will GCC and Western Gateway 

Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) held a ‘Journey to Net Zero’ 
forum on Tuesday 19 July 2022 to discuss how to decarbonise 
transport by working together with groups across the county. At this 
event, GCC officers presented slides clearly outlining the extent of the 
transport decarbonisation challenge facing the county. GCC also 
committed to producing a Carbon Reduction Pathway for 
Gloucestershire in 2023, showing the steps to reducing the county’s 
carbon emissions from transport. It is anticipated that this Carbon 
Reduction Pathway will feed into a review of Gloucestershire’s recently 
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commit to an immediate review of the LTP and if so by when? adopted Local Transport Plan, though the timescales for this review are 
not yet set.

That said our Local Transport Plan remains a robust and current 
document which already supports our climate aspirations and contains 
a range of policy tools that will continue to help with our journey 
towards net zero.
 

22.  Questioner’s name: Chris White Respondent’s name: Cllr David Gray
The Government recently lost a High Court Ruling in that its 'Net 
Zero Strategy' failed to factor in the emissions that will result from 
its own policies, including those for road building. With GCC 
announcing their own Climate Emergency, surely it is time for the 
council to announce its own targets in terms of road building etc. 
along with precise timescales per year, not just 2030 2045?

As outlined above, GCC is committed to producing a Carbon Reduction 
Pathway for Gloucestershire in 2023, showcasing the steps to reducing 
the county’s carbon emissions from transport.

23.  Questioner’s name: Graham Ayre Respondent’s name: Cllr Stephen Davies
Gloucestershire County Council have stated that "the young 
peoples Outcome Star is used to measure the needs and 
success of people at Trevone House". Please provide the 
Outcome Stars and Reviews (anonymised) which show evidence 
of the progress for all of the present and past residents of 
Trevone House.

The Outcome Star is a recognised tool to track and measure change 
and progress for children and young people based on their needs, risks 
and circumstances.  The Outcome Star, when completed is bespoke to 
each child and reviewed on a regular basis. Taking account of this and 
the small number of the cohort of young people involved, it would not 
be appropriate to share such information, even on an anonymised 
basis, as it involves the risk of identifying individuals.

24.  Questioner’s name: Michael Gallagher Respondent’s name: Cllr Stephen Davies
G.C.C. cite as a measure of success that 63% of care leavers at 
Trevone House are in education, employment or training. 
Omitting ‘ Re-engagement’ data, what percentage are in full time 
education, employment or training from March 2021 until August 
2022? (minimum 16 hours).

Engagement in education, employment and training is a key success 
measure for Trevone House as it supports young people in their 
journey towards independent living.  This is a dynamic cohort and as 
such the performance data will inevitably fluctuate depending on the 
cohort size, their circumstance and the academic cycle.  It will have 
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moved from the 63% reported in the Southfield Cabinet.  We are just 
about to commence the new term in higher and further education and 
will provide a more up to date snapshot in due course, as the situation 
of young people taking up their education offers becomes clearer.

25.  Questioner’s name: Michael Gallagher Respondent’s name: Cllr Stephen Davies
G.C.C. cite as a measure of success a reduction of 73% in 
missing episodes at Trevone House.
Given that ‘curfew’ has been replaced by ‘phone contact’ care 
leavers can now be off site until early hours without being 
reported as missing. (police information.)
Is this good corporate parenting and good safe guarding practice 
for these vulnerable young people, particularly for 16 – 18 year 
olds ?
How can this arrangement enable these young people to be fit for 
work or training? 

As semi-independent provision Trevone House is open access for 
young people with each young person, their worker and the care 
provider working together to formulate an agreement around access 
that promotes independence whilst managing risk.  Each agreed 
arrangement will reflect the needs, risk and circumstances of the young 
person.  Telephone contact will play a key role, with agreed boundaries 
and actions including reporting a young person as missing if those 
boundaries are breached.  

26.  Questioner’s name: Paul Aldridge Respondent’s name: Cllr Stephen Davies

Has the County Council agreed/made any additional payments to 
Homes2Inspire Ltd or the Shaw Trust group in respect of Trevone 
House, 22 Denmark road since it opened in March 2021, that was 
not part of the approved contract? If yes, can you confirm the 
amounts, the purpose of the payment and who gave approval?

In common with any such provision there will be times when 
adjustments are needed reflecting the evolving needs of residents and 
the associated need to reconfigure the staffing team for example.

Set out below are costs incurred in this context which were authorised 
by the Assistant Director of Commissioning in consultation with the 
Executive Director of Children and Young
People’s Services.  

The additional payments are set out below.

2021/22 
· Agency Cover: £2,261 
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· Security: £18,540  
· Reimburse Furniture: £8,995
· Transport costs: £664 

Total Additional costs: £30,460
 
2022/23 (Year to date)

· Security: £77,316
· Hotel booking: £175 
· Clean Assessment suite: £267 
· Emergency Food: £18

Total Additional costs: £77,776

27.  Questioner’s name: Paul Aldridge Respondent’s name: Cllr Stephen Davies

Sustained, supported relationships with staff are vital to achieving 
outcomes for care leavers. Why is Homes2Insipre not able to 
retain appropriately qualified/experienced staff at Trevone house 
including the Well-being suite?

Like many areas of the public sector, the workforce situation for 
Trevone House is challenging in relation to recruitment, retention and 
turnover of staffing, however there are no significant issues arising 
from contract management highlighting particular concerns about 
Trevone House for which a solution has not been found.  

28.  Questioner’s name: Lindsey Green Respondent’s name: Cllr Philip Robinson

We have seen recently that a GCC subsidised bus service 
suddenly ceased operation due to the operators going under, 
leaving GCC with only days to try and sort something out. The 
work that has been done to get a service in place in just days, so 
that there has been minimum disruption, has been nothing short 
of amazing. 

Do GCC have contingency plans in place for if bus services in 

Thank you for the kind comment praising the team’s ability to react. 
Service 62, like most rural bus services, is subsidised by the council. In 
this specific case our Integrated Transport Unit worked extremely hard 
to organise a replacement service within 2 working days of being told 
that the provider was ceasing trading.

In terms of future scenarios, it would not be efficient use of public 
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rural areas, that may be the only form of transportation for 
many, are suddenly stopped due to operators going under?

money to maintain a standby transport fleet so our focus is upstream 
on preventative measures to reduce the risk of sudden failure and to 
mitigate the impact should it happen. 

We do this by maintaining regular dialogue with all operators of council 
transport contracts. We have supported them throughout the pandemic 
and initial recovery with government funding and by continuing to pay 
concessionary fares reimbursement at pre-Covid passenger levels. 
This summer we also awarded an 8% contract payment uplift to help 
offset high fuel costs. 

Hence whilst we appreciate the challenges in the bus market, we have 
taken considerable steps to support our bus operators and help 
prevent situations like this where they leave our rural communities in 
difficult situations with very little notice.   

29. Questioner’s name: Lindsey Green Respondent’s name: Cllr Philip Robinson
When a service is put together so quickly such as a replacement 
for the number 62 Dursley-Berkeley-Bristol that was operated by 
Bristol Community Transport, would it not be better to put a 
temporary service in place, but then go to tender for a permanent 
service, making sure that the services provided are what's 
needed for the communities that they serve?

This is what we have done. 

With only 48 hours’ notice our priority was to ensure service continuity 
for the main passenger flows. 

For reasons of governance and transparency we could not award a 
long term, high value, contract in the time available. 

We will be going on to procure a longer-term contract using feedback 
and data to create a service that meets the needs of most users and is 
also financially sustainable. 

30. Questioner’s name: Peter Humphries Respondent’s name: Cllr Stephen Davies
There is a nocturnal culture at Trevone House which is not 
preparing young care leavers for adulthood/work/training. How Trevone House has been developed as semi-independent provision to 
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does this meet GCC’s objective for teaching independent living 
skills?

support young people on their journey to independent living.  Key 
metrics to assess progress include stability, engagement in 
employment, education and training, health and wellbeing and missing 
episodes which are tracked through the use of the Outcome Star and 
reflected in the plan for each young person.  A new Director has 
recently been appointed to Trevone House and has set out her 
expectations around more usual day/night arrangements for young 
people, which will involve more of the practical help and assistance 
being provided in mornings rather than afternoons.   It is acknowledged 
this will take some time to achieve and embed this cultural change for 
all young people.

31. Questioner’s name: Peter Humphries Respondent’s name: Cllr Stephen Davies
Gloucestershire County Council state that at Trevone House the 
well-being provision ‘is not a therapeutic or specialist mental 
health facility’. This is an extremely dangerous approach to the 
care of some of society's most vulnerable young people, care 
leavers. Why is there no in-house therapeutic support within 
GCC’s model?

While Trevone House is in the majority comprised of semi-independent 
provision it also offers a step-down provision for young people as part 
of their discharge and treatment pathway from a health setting.  The 
wellbeing suite of Trevone House is registered with CQC for that 
purpose and has recently to been subject to inspection with a 
judgement of requires improvement but with “Good” features. 
The practice approach for Trevone House overall is trauma informed 
with staff appropriately trained to deliver this.  There is a range of 
therapeutic support available for young people provided by Community 
Health partners.  As such it does not need its own therapeutic team as 
it is able to develop a bespoke therapeutic offer for each young person 
as necessary via the community team.  A member of the management 
team is a senior Registered Mental Health professional who has 
responsibility for the Well-being service, there is also a registered 
mental nurse available 24 hours a day to support residents.

32. Questioner’s name: Flo Clucas Respondent’s name: Cllr Dom Morris

Question re Limber Hill Cheltenham 
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Many months ago a request was made for the public footpaths on 
Limber Hill to be reinstated as they had deteriorated markedly, 
with significant trip hazards for older people.
To date, nothing appears to have been done and with winter 
approaching, residents are fearful that when leaving their homes 
they will be at greater risk. Can the Cabinet Member say when 
restorative work will be done, please?

I have asked the Local Highway Manager to visit the site, review the 
condition of the footways and take appropriate action.  A Safety 
Inspection will also be undertaken to pick up any immediate safety 
defects which are of concern to ensure the footways are in a safe 
condition for the coming winter.


